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MAY MEETING, 1909. 

The stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 18th in- 
stant, at three o'clock, p. m. ; the Peesident in the chair. 
The record of the April meeting was read and approved. 
In the absence of the Librarian, the usual list of donors to 
the Library was read by the Corresponding Secretary. 

The Cabinet-Keeper reported and exhibited additions to the 
Cabinet. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter from the School 
Committee of Boston acknowledging the receipt of the resolu- 
tion of the Society against changing the name of the Win- 
throp School. 

The President repotted for the Council the appointment 
of the following committees: 
House Committee, 

Messrs. Grenville H. Norcross, Samuel S. Shaw, and 
Worthington C. Ford. 
Finance Committee, 

Messrs. C. F. Adams, Grenville H. Norcross, and Charles 
P. Greenough. 
The Peesident then appointed as the 
Committee to publish the Proceedings of the Society : 

Messrs. C. F. Adams, Edward Stanwood, and James 
Ford Rhodes. 
Professor Hart and Mr. Mead were appointed delegates to 
the celebrations in connection with the four hundredth anni- 
versary of the birth of John Calvin, the laying of the corner- 
stone of the International Monument of the Reformation at 
Geneva, Switzerland, and to the jubilee festival of the Univer- 
sity of Geneva from the second to the tenth of July next. 

It was voted that the income of the Massachusetts Histori- 
cal Trust Fund for the last financial year be retained in the 
Treasury, to be applied to such purposes as the Council may 
direct. 

Colonel T. W. Higginson presented to the Society one 
of the silver medals given by General Butler to his colored 

40 
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soldiers in Virginia, bearing the words " Distinguished for 
Courage Campaign before Richmond, 1864." 
Mr. QuiNCY made the following communication : 

I have here a letter recently found among some papers in 
my possession. It has reference to that memorable visit of 
Lafayette to this country, where, nearly fifty years before, he 
had fought for the liberties of the colonies. Although the 
visit occurred several jears before my birth, I sometimes find 
it difficult to believe that I was not present at his glowing 
reception ; for the wave of enthusiasm that then passed over 
the land had not quite subsided during my boyhood. Con- 
stantly hearing of incidents connected with his remarkable 
progress, I seemed to enjoy, although at second-hand, some- 
thing of the fervor awakened by personal contact with the 
nation's guest. While historians faithfully give us the facts 
connected with an historic incident, they are unable to repro- 
duce the cotemporary emotion which environed it. For this 
we must look to such personal records as the one I shall now 
read. This letter was addressed to my grandmother by Mrs. 
Ann Tracy, an excellent woman and a warm friend of its 
recipient. It abounds in such feminine emphasis as capitals 
and frequent underscorings were held to convey. Mr. Tracy 
was doing pastoral duty in the town of Biddeford, Maine. 
Both husband and wife did no more than share in the general 
uplift of feeling excited by the presence of Lafayette. 

Tuesday morng. June 28. [1825] 
What will you say, my dear friend, when I tell you that the Illus- 
trious Lafayette worshipped at our little Church on Sabbath morning! 
Will not all your sympathy be awakened for IVr Tracy,^ when I tell 
you tliat he had not received the slightest intimation of the possibility 
of such an event — till Sabbath morn^ hcdf an hour before the service 
commenced ! A note from Col Emery had been forwarded on Saturday 
eve^ to M' George Thacher announcing the intention of our National 

1 Rev. Thomas Tracy (H. C. 1806) was born in Haverhill, Massacliusetts, 
March 26, 1781, married Ann, daughter of John and Ann (Roberts) Bromfield, 
of Newbury port, and became on January 14, 1824, pastor of the Second Religious 
Society in Biddeford, Maine, wliere he remained until he was installed as pastor 
of the Second Parish in Saco on November 21, 1827. Some notes on the visit 
of Lafayette to Saco and Biddeford at this time, taken from the " American 
Patriot" (Portland, Maine), are to be found in D. E. Owen's "Old Times in 
Saco" (1891), 126. 
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guest to attend meeting at BiJdeford — lut it failed — and M' Thacher 
knew nothing of it till Lafayette arrived in Saco on Sunday. Mr T 
drove over instantly to inform M' Tracy. For a few moments my 
husband said he felt paralyzed by the unexpectedness of the thing — and 
the certainty that nothing could then be done suitable to the occasion. 
After talking a few moments with M' Thacher he determined to take a 
sermon whh he had formerly delivered from the words — " On that 
night was Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, slain ! " — whh he hastily 
looked over — and wrote two additional pages at the close, for the occa- 
sion, with the rapidity of lightning. I thought at first I would copy 
these two pages for you — but conclude to wait till I can send or read 
to you the whole sermon, because the value of those depended upon 
their being viewed in connection with what went before. Suffice it to 
say, that after having cast into merited contempt & obscurity the splen- 
dours of impious Kings and Emperors — the base oppressors and tyrants 
of the earth, — that by a happy transition he directed the attention of 
his hearers to the Illustrious Individual before them — the friend of 
America — of human-kind &c &c. Mr. T. went thro' all the Services 
■with a devout composedness of manner — that would have delighted 
you I am sure. Lafayette sat in M' H. S. Thacher's pew — where I 
have always sat — and I had the pleasure of pressing his hand to my 
lips as the venerable man extended his to shake bands with me — the 
compliment was returned ! He waited till M' T. came down the aysle 
and then taking his hand thanked him cordially for the welcome he had 
given him, &c. &c. 

Wed. Morng. Is it not a singular fact that I should have been pei-- 
mitted (living as we do in this unimportant Village) to pay in person to 
this Illustrious Man — all the respect and homage whh it was in my 
power to pay — to this Man, whose fame and friendship for our Country 

— awakened a thrill of enthusiastic admiration in my earliest child- 
hood/ — And that my husband ahovld ha,ve been permitted to preach 
in his presence, & to have received his marked approbation. "We have 
heard, altho' it may not be true — that Lafayette had expressed more 
than once a strong desire of possessing a copy of the Sermon. 

M' T's text in the aft" was — but I have not time for another word 

— we must wait till we meet face to face. . . . Truly yr. affect 

A. T. 

[Addressed] To M's E. S. Quincy. 

N» 1. Hamilton Place. Boston. 

Post. Script. Wed. Aftn. 

My deakest friend — M' George Thacher has just been in to 
see Mother and express his regret that she could not have been at Meet- 
ing on Sunday. He said that Lafayette and his Suite expressed the 
highest gratification at the moment and that he had charged Col Emery, 
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who accompanied him on his return as far as Dover to call, for him, upon 
M' Tracy — and express again his gratification and regards. I told 
M"' Thacher I had been writing to you — and he directly asked me if I 
had mentioned the Amen? — on my answering in the negative — he 
said it was a great omission — and begged me to insert it at his instance. 
As M' Tracy closed one period with the following words " Yes — wel- 
come and imitate our Nation's Guest — The Champion of freedom — the 
friend of human-kind ! " a distinct Amen was shouted in a clear loud 
voice — it was startling, as the report of a pistol ! We afterwards un- 
derstood that it proceeded from a warm-hearted Methodist, a Capt of a 
Coaster from Cape Cod — and who always attends M' T's meeting when 
in Town. 

Mr. Ford, for Mr. HoWE, called attention to the letter of 
Nicholas Biddle given below : 

In 1824 Congress voted to Lafayette the sum of 1200,000 
in recognition of his services in the War of Independence. 
The General was then in this country, and wrote to Nicholas 
Biddle, president of the Bank of the United States, asking for 
advice on investing his gift, mentioning the stocks of the Bank 
and of the United States as being present in his mind. The 
reply of Biddle is now among the Bancroft Papers, deposited in 
the Society. It was received by Bancroft, in 1867, from Samuel 
L. Gouverneur, the son-in-law of James Monroe, but the occa- 
sion of his sending it is not known. The letter marks Biddle 
as a good adviser, and not as a " promoter " of his own institu- 
tion. The national six per cent stocks were then selling from 
par (1812) to 9 premium, and the Bank stock was quoted at 
117 and 120. 

Bank of the United States, Jany, 18, 1825. 

Mr DEAR Sir, — I now resume the subject of my letter of the 15* 
inst. You have done me the honor to ask my opinion as to the best 
mode of investing $120,000, intimating your disposition to place them 
in some national fund such as the shares of the Bank of the United 
States, or the stock of the Government of the D. States. In recom- 
mending a choice between these two modes of investment, my con- 
nexion with the Bank imposes on me a delicate task. I do not hesitate 
to say, what my position in some degree enables me to know, that the 
Bank of the United States offers a good and safe investment, and that 
everything in its present situation seems to promise its future prosper- 
ity. Nevertheless, I will not suffer my attachment to its interests to 
conceal from me, that it is a very extensive and complicated establish- 
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ment, which the most active administration cannot preserve from the 
hazard of loss ; that it is necessarily exposed to many contingencies, 
and that the value of its stock has undergone many fluctuations. Now, 
we are all interested that your fortune should hereafter be subjected to 
the least possible hazard and that you should be perfectly secure in the 
enjoyment of the sum which the nation has repaid to you. You have 
already suffered too much for us, we must not permit you to suffer by 
us. Altho' therefore I have entire confidence in the stock of the Bank 
of the United States, I say with the utmost frankness, that I do not 
recommend to you an investment in that stock, nor in any Bank stock, 
the profits of which are naturally unequal and contingent, but advise iu 
preference the stock of the United States which, tiiough it may yield 
a lower interest, is beyond the reach of all casualties. The only diffi- 
culty in relation to this is, that the abundance of money has so raised 
the price of the public funds as to expose a purchaser at the present 
moment to a considerable sacrifice. To obviate this inconvenience, I 
have this morning consulted ray colleagues the Directors of the Bank, 
who I knew were anxious to testify their respect and regard for you, 
and they have accordingly, with the utmost promptness and cheerfulness, 
by an unanimous vote of the Board, authorized me to assure you, 
That if it be agreeable to you to share in the late loan of four and a 
half per cent stock, taken by tlie Bank, they will with great pleasure 
furnish you with the amount you wish, at par. and moreover, 
That the Bank will undertake to remit to you in France, every quarter, 
the dividends received on it, without any commission for their agency. 

It gives me great satisfaction to communicate to you this determina- 
tion, which, though it might readily have been anticipated, will yet fur- 
nish an evidence of the disposition which the Directors of the Bank 
feel, in common with all their fellow citizens, to promote your interests. 
If after consideration, you should think it advisable to adopt this sug- 
gestion, it shall be immediately carried into execution, when I hear 
from you; and in the mean time I remain, with great respect and 
esteem, very sincerely yrs. 

N BiDDLE 

General Lafayette Prest. 

Washington Cola. 

Mr. HuNNEWBLL, in presenting one of twenty-five copies 
of a reprint of his paper on Boston, Lincolnshire, England, 
asked attention to statements recently made that the Reverend 
John Cotton's precious sermon, " God's Promise to His Plan- 
tation," 1630, had become nearly unknown. In this paper, 
read twenty-two years ago to a large meeting of the Bostonian 
Society in the Old State House, he had spoken of it, and 
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quoted from it, using a fine copy that he bought nearly thirty 
years ago and still owns. He also spoke of current errors 
about St. Botolph's Church, of the grandeur of its tower, and 
of the inadvisability of copying the body of the church for a 
cathedral in our Boston, as has been suggested. 
Mr. Ford communicated the following letters : 

In the Washburn collection of Autographs, in this Society, 
are a number of letters of James Monroe, most of which are 
addressed to his friend, John Taylor, of Caroline, the most 
earnest supporter of republican ideas in public policy to be 
found in Virginia. Three of the letters, and each of high im- 
portance, have been printed in Hamilton's " Writings of James 
Monroe," and are not repeated in this place. These letters 
are dated Paris, June 23, 1795 ; Albemarle, September 10, 
1810 ; and Richmond, January 23, 1811. Of so great impor- 
tance did Monroe regard his letter of June 23, 1795, that he 
prepared no less than six copies, sending one each to Dr. Logan, 
Aaron Burr, John Beckley, R. R. Livingston, Thomas Jeffer- 
son, and John Taylor. The letters now printed are new 
material, needed to complete the record of the Hamilton com- 
pilation. To them have been added a few taken from the 
Jefferson Papers in the possession of the Society. 

To Thomas Jefferson.^ 

Albemarle Jany. 16, 1790. 

Dear Sir, — The badness of the weather and Mrs. M. ill health 
has prevented our calling on you since we saw you. As the people of 
the county entend to make you their acknowledgments for y' services, 
some time in the course of the ensuing week, I have thought it might 
not be improper to give you a view of the manner in w*" they propose 
to express them. I forwarded y' letters by the post to Richmond 
on Monday. 

I wish to consult you upon some concerns of importance to the 
bearer, my brother. He has been in Scotland since 1783, and is now 
in his 19th year. His acquirments in the classics are respectable. In 
the line of philosophy, history, &c less so, owing to his having been 
depriv'd of the admonition of a friend, who had return'd to this coun- 
try, when it became of the most importance. In this stage his youthful 
propensities for gaiety and society, gain'd the ascendency over his 

1 From the Jefferson Papers, 
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prudence, and took him in a great measure from his studies, and led 
him into some expences that were improper, and wh he sincerely la- 
ments. He is now with me reading the law and applies to it with great 
assiduity. I think his genius equal to any thing he may undertake 
and I have no doubt of the necessary exertions on his part for the 
future. The consideration that gives me the greatest uneasiness is, his 
having contracted an impedement since he left this country ; it has 
however diminish'd since his arrival. Whether he will ever get the 
better of it, or if it shod, always remain as at present, whether with this 
difficulty to encounter, it wod. be proper for him to undertake it or 
pursue some other course of life I cannot well determine. Your opin- 
ion upon this subject will be most agreable to us both, and if it shod, 
be in favor of his pursuing the law, wod. encourage him much in the 
undertaking. I[t] has occurr'd to me that as you will necessarily leave 
this State and Peter Carr has determin'd on the study of the law, that 
perhaps I might be of some service to him. He might calculate on 
little else than some aid in the practice, of wh. indeed I am but badly 
inform'd myself. A residence in this neighbourhood might be cheaper. 
If any induc'ment shod, make it for his benefit, I need not assure you 
with what pleasure I wod embrace an opportunity to serve him. As 
the young man will expect some conversation with you it may increase 
his impediment. With the greatest respect and esteem I am afFecty y 
friend and Servt. 

Jas. Monroe. 

To Thomas Jefferson.* 

Fkedericksbdrg May 26. 1790. 

Dear Sir, — Your Friends have been made uneasy by a report of 
y' indisposition, but flatter themselves it has been remov'd ere this, as 
they hear it was a periodical complaint you have had before & wh. was 
never accompanied with any dangerous symptoms. I have just re- 
turn'd from Albemarle whither I went lately from the chancery to 
qualify in the circuit court of the U. States. The Judges were detain'd 
only one day as they had no business before them. Mr. Hanson will 
I presume commence a process immediately, of which you will have 
the earliest intelligence. 

No remarkable or interesting event hath happen'd in our neighbour- 
hood since you left us. Tis a theatre from wh. you are to expect nothing 
of a publick nature, and the restoration of Col. Lewis's health and the 
marriage of his daughter to Mr. Miller the only instances of change 
have I presume, been mention'd by himself. We came here to the 
district court and Mrs. Monroe has been since detain'd by the ill- 
health of our child, who is however now on the recovery. I have to 
1 From the Jefferson Papers. 
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attend the residue of the chancery term, the Genl. Court, and the ap- 
peals, w*". latter will consume great part of July. I have already pass'd 
a round that has been extremely laborious. I have only to wish and 
to bear with patience the revolution of the year to the month of Deer. 
w''. will restore me again to my family in my own house in Albemarle, 
and to hope we may again have the pleasure of your company there. 

To compensate for the trouble of an occasional remembrance, I have 
little to give you in return, except the best wishes for your health and 
welfare of your very affectionate friend and servant, 

Jas. Moneoe. 

To THE Governor of Virginia.^ 

Philadelphia, May 9, 1792. 

Sir, — We have 'the honor to inform your Excellency that the late 
Session of Congress ended yesterday, to convene again on the first 
Monday in November next. 

As tis the duty of the Secretary of State to transmit to the Execu- 
tives of the Several States, the acts of Congress as they pass, it will be 
unuecessarj' for us to trouble you with details, already furnished by 
that department. To these therefore we beg leave to refer for the acts 
of the late Session. 

We were very desirous of obtaining an act explanatory of that which 
passed in the Second Session of the former Congress, to secure be_yond 
controversy the rights of the officers of the Virginia line, to lands lying 
north west the river Ohio, and reserved to them by the act of cession 
to the United States : but the defeat of Genl. St. Clair and the exposed 
situation of the frontiers prevented any arrang'ment for the sale of the 
lands of the United States and it was impossible to procure a particular 
provision in their favor. It will most probably be taken up next Ses- 
sion, upon which occasion we shall pay due attention to the injunctions 
of the Legislature on that subject. 

The claims of Individuals that were transmitted to us, we mentioned 
in a former letter had been deposited with Colonel Davis. An act has 
since passed repealing the limitation against those founded on personal 
service. We have therefore requested him to present these to the 
proper officers of the department of the Treasury for adjustment, and to 
communicate to your Excellency the result for the information and 
benefit of the parties interested. 

We had several conferences with the Secretary of war upon the 
claim of the State for reimbursement of her expenditures in protection 
of the frontier, and were assured that not only the whole amount (a 
trifling sum excepted) shod, be paid but that he would forward it to the 
Treasury of the State. As he considered himself authorized by exist- 
1 The letter is in the writing of James Monroe. 
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ing acts to make this payment, and the residue could not be obtained 
without an act of Congress, we thought it better to give it up than 
make application for it. We presume the amount has been accordingly 
forwarded to the Treasurer. 

In complyance with the instructions of the General Assembly we 
again attempted to open the doors of the Senate, and with the like suc- 
cess that had heretofore attended similar motions. A majority of 9 
were opposed to it. Tie extraordinary that although more than half 
the States in the union have expressed themselves in its favor, the 
opposition should still continue so numerous and powerful. Several of 
the members from those States which had given the most pointed in- 
structions, or declarations in its favor ; were against it. A proceeding so 
novel in a representative assembly can not long sustain itself against 
the interest and the voice of a free people. Altho' therefore the pros- 
pect is at present gloomy and perhaps distant, yet we cannot but confide 
it will ultimately take effect. You will be pleased to communicate the 
above to the General Assembly. We have the honor to be with great 
respect and esteem your Excelly's most obedient & very humble 
servants. 

Richard IIenet Lee 
Jas. Monroe. 

To John Taylor. 

Dear Sir, — The proceedings at Richmond in harmony with those 
at Phila. and New York set on foot by the enemies to the French revo- 
lution and republican govt., require to be counteracted. In our discus- 
sion of the means we have lamented we were not aided by yr. councils. 
Mr. Madison however sends you the result of our deliberations on the 
subject, in hope, it will be modified by yr. self and the very respectable 
old gentleman ^ whose cooperation is so much desired for the purpose of 
giving dignity and effect at home and abroad to the proceeding. 

To him you can introduce the subject in such manner as will be best 
calculated to produce the effect. The Richmond Gentry are disposed 
to become active hereafter. They want to produce an effect elsewhere. 
If it passes unnoticed it will be considered as the sense of the State. 
No person shod, be inactive who disapproves the proceeding. I hope 
therefore you will cast yr. eyes about you as to the neighbring coun- 
ties, and prevent their being led astray, for tis probable attempts will 
be made on them from the Richmond committee. 

I must request information whether you take yr. family to Phila. 
and intend to take part of our house or not. I think it will accomo- 
date us fully and the arrangment will be very agreeable to us. But 
if you are fearful we and our families catmot live in peace together, and 

1 "Judge Pendleton," — note on the MS. 
41 
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that disputes may take place abt. the furniture, the wood, the servants, 
the rate of expenses, etc. upon which the best friends sometimes, after 
being at first only cool and reserved, break out into open rupture, say 
so. In that case I advise you to procure immediately other accomoda- 
tions as they will be scarce and difficult to be procured. I wish your 
decision at present only upon acct. of our friend, Mr. Madison to whom 
I have agreed to furnish a room or two in case you prefer separate 
quarters. My best respects to Mrs Taylor and believe me, sincerely yr. 
friend and servant 

Jas. Monroe 
Albemable, Augt. 29, 1793. 

To John Taylor. 

Albbmakle, Jany 8. 1798. 

Dear Sir, — I have long wished to see you for two reasons (to 
mention no more) first because I shod, really be glad to see you. I 
shod, be glad to see if you look as young as you used to do, if your 
hair has grown out or is still kept short ; and in general to see what 
effect the time which has intervened has produc'd upon yr. figure since 
I saw you last. The second is to discourse a little upon publick topics. 
I have been kept at home by several causes since my return, or shod, 
have visited you, first, I meant to give an acct. of the conduct of our 
admn. as well as my own,^ and therefore cod not leave home till very 
lately : second I felt a kind of repugnance to going abt. among my old 
friends till I had given that acct. I wod. mention a third one and a 
fourth but these are enough. By this time I presume my book is with 
you, and in consequence as the principal difficulties are got over I have 
serious thoughts of going to Richmond, especially if by return of post 
I hear the Assembly will be setting when I cod. get down, and in con- 
sequence may calculate on the pleasures of meeting with you and many 
others whom I greatly wish to see. 

For the present I send you in confidence two papers whose contents 
you ought to know. The first is a copy of a letter from Gen.' W.^ to me, 
in reply to one I wrote him, telling him that his to Gov' M.' had fall'n into 
the hands of the Fh. govt, and had produc'd an ill effect.* You will ob- 
serve that his letter referred to (as appears by this document) fell into 
the hands of the French govt, just at the time that govt, made known 
to me its discontent : that I communicated the fact to him before I was 
recalled or any rupture had taken place between us. The proof there- 

1 Published in 1797, as " A View of the Conduct of the Executive " ; ^ Wasii- 
ington ; " Gouverneur Morris. 

* Washington to Gouverneur Morris December 22, 1795. Monroe wrote of 
it, in cipher, to Washington March 24, 1796, and Washington replied August 25, 
1796. 
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fore is clear first that his letter did produce that effect, second that 
I had no motive of a personal nature in making it known to him. 
There is a trait in his letter wh. in another view merits notice. It 
bears date some considerable time after my recall was decided on, and 
7. days after Pickering's letter announcing it to me as is shown by my 
book. It is somewhat strange that he should write me a friendly letter 
at a moment when he made such an attack on my reputation. He 
ought either not have done so, supposing me what that attack im- 
plied, or knowing he had injured me acknowledged it. This shows 
that he is a man having a conscience capable of great accomodation to 
times and circumstances. 

The second paper wh. I send is the original of my letter to Beckley 
of wh. that to Dr. Logan was a copy. A copy was likewise sent to 
several others.^ It was published in Bache's paper and in many others 
at the time, perhaps in Davis unless indeed his tory[i]sm prevented it. 
If you have read my book you will perceive that it was not designed 
to hide the author from Messrs. Washington & Co : since it was, (if 
not in some passages a copy of my official communications) yet so 
strictly in sentiment, language, and method with them, that no one possess- 
ing the one cd. doubt who the author of the other was. My short note 
to Logan proposes to give a sketch of the progress of the French Revo- 
lution, to inform, the community more correctly on that head, than they 
had been or cod. be thro, the channel of the English prints : requesting 
also that the thing might be so arranged that it might not be positively 
known that I was the author : tho' indeed abt. that I did not much 
care. What objection then cd. the Executive have to my giving oc- 
casionally such a sketch ? Had they rather the publick mind shod be 
debauched by British prints than correctly informed by me? Or were 
they afraid that other truths shod, occasionally find their way tliro' that 
channel to the publick which they wished to smother ? Did they wish 
to hold the publick in the dark, that they might receive impressions 
from them alone? Or that my correspondence shod, be pillaged by 
themselves only and my name used to wound the cause to which I was 
devoted, (to promote wh. I accepted a trust under Mr. W:) as was done 
in the case of the publication of the history I gave of the Jacobin Soci- 
eties, when the denunciation of our democratic societies was depending ? 
Knowing the principles of the admn. I can readily conceive it wod. be 
alarmed much at the prospect of such communications. But what con- 
clusion do these two facts lead us into. Mr. W. can trample the con- 
stitution under foot, in rejecting the channel of publick ministers, to 
intrigue with the British govt., thro Govr. Morris, a man without 
morality, an avowed royalist, with no traits abt. him but such as are 

1 His letter of June 23, 1795, printed in Hamilton's " Writings of James 
Monroe," ii. 292. 
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infamous, and takes alarm and proclaims a plot when a representative, 
like himself, of the U. S., is about to give truths to his countrymen, 
upon interesting topics, with vrhich the govt, hath nothing to do more 
than they. As to the impudent and foolish clamour abt. separating the 
govt, from the people, it will be observed that at the time this letter 
was written the treaty was not known to me, was not ratified, nor certain 
that it wod. be. Besides Bache's paper was sent me by the department 
of State at that time. There were many reasons, why, I had continued 
the idea wh. then occurred, wh. I did not, being too troublesome, I 
shod, wish not to be avowed as the author, but these principally applied 
to the possibility of their coming back to France, which they might 
have done in that case, or had I been known as the author. Since be- 
ing resident there they wod probably have attracted some attention, and 
in the course of events exposed me to some danger, as the Jacobin story 
did, when for a while that party was likely to preponderate. 

If you think it worth while you may insert this letter in the gazette 
with such comments as you chuse to make on it ; or get some other 
friend to do it. I put the other paper in your possession merely to in- 
form you correctly how that matter stands. I conclude you are in con- 
fidence with W. Nicholas to whom you will likewise shew it. The 
existence of the paper had better not be known especially from our 
quarter, as it will put the party on its guard. If Mr. W. publishes his 
letter to Morris he will probably publish mine to him, and this his 
reply or expn. which it was intended to be. But as I did not disclose 
this fact in my book, from real delicacy, confining myself to publick in- 
cidents only tis possible he may not. The more however I think of 
the wickedness of that party, and the misconduct of this man, the more 
I am satisfied his true character ought to be made known to the pub- 
lick. Having the document the fact may be treated with greater free- 
dom. Let me hear from you by return of the post and believe me 
sincerely your friend and servt 

Jas. Monroe 

What the letter to Morris was I know not having not seen it. I 
presume this is the most favorable acct. of it ; I understood however 
that at the same time that it charges many enormities on the Bh. Govt, 
wh. he never stated to Congress, but wod. have stated had they been 
rendred by France, he most earnestly urges a change of policy in that 
govt, from a regard for its own interest, if no other motive had weight. 
In speaking at the time to Revelliere le Peaux, a member of the direc- 
tory, in terms highly favorable of Gl. W. he replied to me explicitly, 
that they had it under his own hand in evidence that he preferred a 
connection with Engld. to one with France, by wh. I understood that 
that document satisfied the Frh. govt, of the fact. I communicated 
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this to Dr. Edwards (now in Phila) immediately afterwards : indeed as 
I returned from that gentn's quarters. This construction may be a 
forced one. Admitting it to be so, it does not justify the principle or 
practice. 

To Edmund Pendleton. 

Richmond, March 5th. 1800 
Dear Sib, — A doubt exists under the Constitution of the State, 
whether the Chief Magistrate has a right to vote in cases where the 
Council are equally divided. 

To me, as you will readily conceive, it is a matter of perfect indif- 
ference how the point is settled. 

Happily under our Constitution the power is so distributed and 
restricted, that no individual can feel a personal interest in any trust 
reposed in him. His term of service is so short, and responsibility to 
his Constituents so immediate, that he can never forget he is the ser- 
vant of the People. But in the place I hold, I onii;ht to have an opin- 
ion, and act on if when called on so to do. Thus circumstanced it is my 
wish to consult the judgment of some few of our enlightened Citizens, 
that thus advised, I may be better enabled to form a correct opinion on 
the subject. With this view I address you, not as a Judge, but an 
individual, in the hope you will find yourself perfectly at liberty to com- 
ply with my request. It is unnecessary to refer to the clauses in the 
Constitution which have reference to the subject, since they are already 
well known to you. With great respect and esteem I am dear Sir, 
yr. obedient servant 

Jas. Monroe 
To John Taylor. 

New Yoek, March 6, 1803. 
Dear Sir, — You have heard of my late appointment to Europe 
and the expectation and desire of the Executive that I shod, sail with- 
out delay. I had contemplated another disposition of my time and 
labours, for which I had some correspondent arrangments, that are 
relinquished in obedience to this unexpected summons. I am now on 
the point of sailing having taken the cabbin of a ship " the Richmond " 
of abt. 400. tons, with my family for Havre ; our baggage is on board, 
and we expect to take our departure to morrow or the next fair wind. 
The time of my absence is uncertain, but the probability is, especially 
if I go to Spain, that I shall not be back in less than 12. months. 
I shall be happy to hear from you while I am abroad; I shall write you 
in return, tho' in the present state of things in the principal country, I 
shall only be able to write when safe opportunities offer, as a reverber- 
ation may do harm. I most sincerely hope to see you in the Con- 
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gress at the next session. You have it in jr. power by yr. long experience 
and perfect acquaintance with our aflPrs., aided as you are, by yr. stand- 
ing in society, to render immense service to your country, and I trust 
the opportunity will be presented you of doing it. The independance 
of yr. circumstances enables you to dedicate yr. time to the publick while 
it increases the obligation on you so to do. To be candid if I cod. see 
you and Giles added to the talents we already have in the H. of R., 
cooperating with the Executive in the wise system of policy which is 
adopted, I shod, think we were completely secure. I cherish the hope 
that this will be the case. The enemy tho' defeated has not lost the 
hope of rallying agn. Every unfavorable incident in our affrs turns to 
their account: besides there is a fluctuation in the minds of many, 
especially those least informed, which time and a successful career 
alone can remedy. If the people do not distinctly perceive that they 
are more faithfully and ably served, and that their cause has gained by 
the change, what is gained cannot be considered as permanent. The 
best and ablest friends of free govt. shod, therefore still stand at their 
posts to give such support to the cause as it may require. I am aware 
of the importance of the trust reposed in me on this occasion, and 
altho' I cannot promise success in any degree yet I think I may that if 
I do not improve our situation I will not, deteriorate it. Be so kind as 
make my best respects to our venerable friend Judge Pendleton and to 
Dr Bankhead in P. Royal. I am very sincerely yr. friend and servt 

Jas. Monkoe 
[Addressed] Col: John Taylor Caroline near Port Royal Virginia 



To William B. Giles. 

London June 15, 1804. 

Deae Sir, — I reed, a short note from you by Dr. Holmes on his 
arrival here, and I avail myself of his return to inquire of yr. health, yr. 
pursuits, and whatever interests you. It will give me much pleasure to 
hear from you fully on those points, and to have also yr. sentiments on 
the situation of our affrs. wh. I trust and presume is a most favorable 
one. 

I refer you to Dr. Holmes for political information. As he has been 
in France as well as in this country he can and doubt not tell you 
every thing. Happily our relations with Europe are daily diminishing. 
Much is done in that respect, but much still remains to be done. In 
my opinion we shod, consider Europe, as we do India, all its powers 
constituting in regard to us, but one. We shod, never degrade oui- 
selves, by mingling our concerns with either agnst another. Our pres- 
ent admn. combines well fact with theory and will I trust continue to 
do so. However I say but little on politicks, since letters are exposed 



1009.] LETTERS OF JAMES MONROE. 327 

to SO many casualties, and harmless sentiments are so apt to be miscon- 
ceived and misrepresented shod they fall into other hands than those 
for whom they are intended, that while I remain abroad I have thought 
it best to err on the side of caution. 

In France the govt, is made heridatory with the power and title of 
Emperor in Boniparte and his family. Here a change in the ministry 
has taken place by the retreat of Mr. Addingtou ^ and appointment of 
Mr. Pitt to his place. Still the opposition is powerful, and it remains 
doubtful whether other changes may not take place. 

It will give me much pleasure to have it in my power to serve you 
here, if in any respect you find it practicable. My family, Mrs. M. 
especially, have not enjoyed good health here ; tho they are better at 
present than heretofore. We find the expense of subsistence excessive, 
greater than I supposed it could be here. I am dear sir sincerely 
your friend and servt 

Jas. Monroe 

Remember me to Major Egleston when you see [him] to Genl. Jones 
and Dr Short. 

[Addressed] William B. Giles Amelia County Virginia By Dr. Holmes. 

To John Taylor. 

Fbedbo., May 9, 1810 

Dear Sir, — I reach'd this yesterday on my return from Washing- 
ton. I am happy to inform you that I settled my acct. to the satisfac- 
tion of the govt, and of myself. Every point which I made was 
decided in my favor, except one, and that was reserved for further con- 
sideration, not given agnst me. Without taking the latter into view, I 
owe a balance of abt. 150. dollrs. If that is settled in my favor at 
least 2000 will be due me. They allowed me my outfits to Paris and 
London, and expenses to Spain with contingencies. The point reserved 
is for extra expenses in Engld. after my return from Spain when I had 
permission of the govt, to return home. Having calculated on sailing, 
six weeks after I got back to London, I had made arrangements for it, 
but was detained by the siezures of our vessels and the discussions 
which followed, then by the spcl. mission and negotiation &c. These 
causes kept me there two years and 3 months, altho' there never was a 
time in the whole interval when I did not expect to set out in a short 
time. My house rent had I expected to stay so long wod have been 
£250 per anm, whereas by taking a furnished one it was 500 guineas. 
The expense was also raised, by being on the move, considerably in 
other respects. Mr. King was detained a month by some business after 
he had taken a vessel, and they allowed him the demurrage abt 750. 

I Addington declared his intention to resign on April 30, 1804. 
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dolrs. It was thought that my case did not come up to that. It was 
admitted that equity was with me, not the law, but it was agreed that if 
I wod. state my claim in a letter to the Secretary of State, he wod. 
answer it in my favor on equitable ground, tho I might lay it before the 
Congress. What think you of it ? I will at my leisure send you my 
remarks, &c on every point that you may be better enabled to decide on 
this question. Your observations were of infinite use to me. I fol- 
lowed your plan in every point, and in many instances adopted yr. 
language. Captn. Bankheads claim entire was allowed. There was 
no objection to it. He really owes that to you, for I shod not have 
asked the whole, tho' I saw at once the justice of it. Indeed it wod. 
have been very unjust to have deprived him of a cent of it. He will 
owe me a trifling balance not included in it for boots of which Mr 
McGruder has a note. Tell him to send me that by the post to Milton, 
and be so good as to inform his family of the above. 

The President reed, me with great kindness, as did the heads of 
departments. Indeed I had proofs of kindness from every one, many 
of whom, I did not expect it. It shows that they think I have been 
pushed too hard, for any errors imputed to me. The cause of the late 
proposal, of a station near the Rocky mountain, was explained in a very 
satisfactory manner. A friend of mine from Kentucky, had induced 
Mr. Graham in the department of State to believe that I wished it, and 
he proposed it to the Presidt., who doubted, thinking that the oiFer of 
the appointmt. to me wod. be an insult, but not willing on such author- 
ity to disregard the intimation, got Mr Jefferson to sound me. Finding 
that I was hurt as well as astonished at the proposition, he took it to 
himself. I had this from Graham of whose friendship I have no doubt. 
Major Morrison who mentioned it to him, is an honest man, and I cannot 
account for his conduct otlierwise than as he is very desirous of pre- 
vailing on me to move westward. I write you in great haste and am 
very sincerely your friend 

Jas. Monroe 

To John Taylok. 

Dear Sie, — The letter which you will receive with this was begun 
at the time stated in it, but not concluded while your son Edmund was 
with me, in consequence it was put aside for a week or two for the want 
of a private conveyance. I brought it so far with me, with intention 
to have sent my servant with it, but meeting my brother Andrew here, 
have requested him to call by with it. I wod. have gone on to your 
house and staid a day or two with you, to confer on many matters of a 
private and publick nature, but am engaged to meet some persons to day 
at Fredbg. on the business of the late Judge's estate, and wish to hurry 
to Loudoun to be there some few days before that appointed for the 
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sale. A thousand plantation concerns prevented my leaving home 
sooner. I do not give it as a reason that 1 do not call on you now that 
a considerable anxiety is excited in certain quarters by our intercourse 
and communication, because it is not the true one, and because the 
manifestation of that anxiety in the underling tribe excites my con- 
tempt. My brother will return by your house on his way to Loudoun 
and bring me yr answer. How shall I settle my account with my late 
uncle's estate ? Shall I institute a suit in chy. making all the devisees 
parties, or can it be done by an order of the court in the suit with 
Dawson, who has set up an acct. agnst the estate? The former appears 
to me to be the most correct course, as in the suit with Dawson only 
one party interested is before the court. Ought I to make the credi- 
tors parties also ? All of them are not known. Several persons desir- 
ous of purchasing the land in Loudoun stand back in the hope of getting 
it for a trifle, as they conclude that it will be sold. It happens that the 
mortgage to Yates wh was given soon after our purchase, when we held 
4400 acres was for 1500, and of lots dispersed over the whole tract. 
After this we sold 2200, and in consequence thereof the mortgage 
covers a part of that sold, and in it a considerable proportion of mine ; 
the legal title being in the old gentleman, is the mortgagee to be bene- 
fited by the mortgage to my prejudice? The debt is abt £2400., and 
the old gentleman's proportion of the land (he having sold after I left the 
country without my consent or knowledge abt 300 acres) is less than 
800. If these are sold by decree, or under pressure, they will not pay 
the debt, altho' worth considerably more. Wod. you buy them, assum- 
ing on my part the debt, with intention to put the whole estate in better 
order and sell out to greater advantage ? These questions are not all 
of a legal nature, but you know that I consult on other topicks also. 
No one manages better than you, and I wish to get a little of your 
knowledge in that way also. 

I hear that England has followed the example of France in revoking 
her orders of blockade. If this is true, the acts of these govts, prove 
that we succeed better by doing nothing, than by the measures lately 
resorted to. The truth was that the embargo supported a very danger- 
ous conflict at home, hazarding the republican cause, union &c. wuile it 
afforded vast amusement to those powers. The danger still to be ap- 
prehended is that we may be drawn into a war with France, for I con- 
sider the repeal of her decrees only a new political maneuvre. I wish 
to hear from you on these subjects and am sincerely your friend, 

Jas Monroe 

25. Octr 1810. 

Mill hill, Cabolinb. 

As soon as I get home I shall write you respecting my remaining claim 
on the govt. I could not take a copy of my explanatory observaiioi.s 

42 
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on the several items of my acct. ; in consequence of which I asked and 
Mr Smith promised to make and send me a copy. He has omitted to 
do so. I wrote him for it, just as 1 left home, and expect it on my 
return, when you shall hear from me on it. 

To John Taylor. 

Washington April 7 1811. 

Dear Sir, — I intended to have written from Fredericksburg, but 
I arrived so late there on Thursday, and set out so early the next morn- 
ing that it was impossible. 

I reed, both your letters, and your advice concurring with that of 
some other friends whom I consulted, I have as you perceive followed 
it. I confess that I felt much repugnance to a resignation of the office 
which I left. Grateful to the state for its confidence and kindness, I 
embarked on this new scene with much anxiety as to the result.^ I 
come however resolved to acquit myself to the utmost of my abilities, 
and with firmness where the occasion requires it. 

Publick measures seem to be suspended, or rather publick expecta- 
tion, waiting the return of the Essex, which will bring dispatches from 
our ministers in Europe. I am too lately arrived, to have gained much 
insight, into those affrs, with which I was not previously acquainted. I 
wish often to hear from you and that you will communicate your senti- 
ments freely to me on publick measures. I am perfectly at liberty to 
pursue in all things the counsel which my judgment dictates, as being 
most likely to promote the publick welfare. You will be sensible that 
I would not have come here on any other principle. It will be satis- 
factory to you to know, because it is creditable to the govt., that a con- 
trary idea was not even hinted. As I wish to communicate with j-ou 
freely, it will of course be confidential. 

I am very sincerely your friend, 

Jas. Monroe. 

To John Tatlor. 

Washington, Novr. 30, 1818. 
Dear Sir, — Having had no good intelligence to communicate to 
you of late, I have contented myself with sending to you reports, justifi- 
catory of the war, of its vigorous prosecution with a view to an early 
and honorable termination of it, of documents which demonstrate that 
there is no such thing as French influence, and the like. I believe I 
must follow up this plan till the prospect changes, unless you will gen- 
erously come forward and give us your best aid to accomplish these 
objects, so necessary to the welfare of our country, and to the support 
1 He was now Secretary of State in Madison's Cabinet. 
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and permanence of our republican government. We cannot but lament 
your inactivity. I do most sincerely, on many considerations, private 
as well as public. I should have been happy to have made you a visit 
and staid some days with you, but ever since my arrival here, I have 
been so deeply engaged in the duties of the office, that I have had few 
leisure moments to visit my friends and attend to my private concerns. 
Be assured, when I came here, that I did every thing in my power to 
produce a change of policy in the British cabinet, to avoid war, as well 
in conference with Mr Foster, as in letters to persons in England, who 
would, as I knew, bring them into consideration, by those in power. 
To the latest moment, before the decln of war, Mr Foster assured me, 
that the orders in council would not be repealed, and nothing was reed 
from Engld which induc'd a different hope. I had written to the friends 
of Mr. Fox and had they come in, under the Regent, I have no doubt 
that an accomodation would have ensued. Not being brought into the 
Ministry, they had nothing to say to me. Impressment having long 
been a ground of complaint, and a principal cause of the war, the 
British claim would have been confirm'd, as it was thought, if the war 
was terminated without some adequate provision for it. I was satisfied, 
that, liad we' caught, at the modified repeal of the orders in council, 
made afterwards without an arrangement of other questions particularly 
that of impressment, the British govt, would have concluded that it had 
gained a victory, and maintained its whole system in full vigor, even 
the principles of tiie orders in council in the form of blockades, against 
the U states. Having gone to war, it seemed to be our duty, not to 
withdraw from it, till the rights of our country were plac'd on a more 
secure basis. Should the U states succeed in the war, as I have no 
doubt they will ultimately, two important results will grow out of it, 
distinct from the mere grounds of the controversy, the 1st is, it will put 
down for ever, this menace of disunion, which the Eastern people who 
profit most by the union, are incessantly ringing in our ears. The 
second, it will prove that free govt, is an efficient govt., for the neces- 
sary purposes of the nation. The demonstration of these two very 
important propositions, will be of incalculable advantage to us, at home 
and abroad. I admit, that we ought not to have sought the demonstra- 
tion of them unnecessarily. My opinion was, that our affairs had got 
into that state, had we yielded to G Britain, without a struggle, our 
govt, would have received a wound from which it would most proba- 
bly never have recovered. As it is, our national reputation has risen 
considerably abroad, and if we succeed, as I trust we siiall, the best 
effects will result from it. 

I began this letter with intention to consult you on an affair of a pri- 
vate nature, treated on in the enclosed paper, with which you are well 
acquainted. Indeed you will see in it, in the most important parts your 
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own work. I wish you to peruse it attentively and to tell me whether 
there is any part that you would omit in the report which must be made 
to Congress, in complyance with Mr Eppes's resolution. When I was 
nominated to the Senate Mr. Giles, charged me, with having been fa- 
vored in the settlement of my account by the govt., and I then learned 
that he had made a similar charge against me, in Richmond, when my 
nomination to the Executive of the State was depending and even sent 
for documents, to the Treasury dept. to prove it, or stated that he had 
done so. On hearing of his attack on me in the senate, and that my 
nomination was referred to a committee to examine my account I re- 
quested the committee to examine every item in it, and to make their 
report on such strict and minute examination. They did so, and I was 
informed, that Mr Giles himself acknowledged that he was satisfied, 
drew the report to that effect, and voted for my nomination. Since that, 
some allusions have been made, as I have heard, even by him of a dif- 
ferent character, and in the last session Mr. Pitkin of the H. of Reps., 
made a charge of improper allowance to me, on account of expences in 
France on my way to Spain, attending coronation &c. These attacks, 
ungenerous and malignant, and as relates to Mr Giles, altogether un- 
provoked and unexpected, and the more so, as I was informed, when I 
came here to settle my account, that he said I had been injurd in it by 
the admn., induc'd me to suggest to Mr Eppes, the idea of the resolu- 
tion which he submitted to the house, to have the accounts of all our 
ministers, since the adoption of this constitution, brought before the 
public. It is desirable that the paper should go as it is, as it is pre- 
sumable that the passage relating to expences attending coronation &c. 
seen by Mr Giles, is that, which they expect to make most of, and 
would complain of if modified. All that they have a right to see, is the 
account and vouchers. Explanations intended for the private inspec- 
tion of the govt., may not always be fit for the public eye. Still I 
would rather let them go as they are, if you see no objection to it. 
The report of the Treasury dept. will communicate the accounts of all 
our ministers. I will send you a copy of the whole when made. Let 
me hear from you soon. Nothing new. Very sincerely your friend 

Jas Monroe 

To John Taylor. 

FsEDEBicESBURa, May 20, '15. 
Dear Sir, — It would have given Mrs Monroe and I great pleasure 
to have called and staid a day with you and Mrs Taylor, but I am forced 
to return soon to Washington, and must take Richmond and Albe- 
marle in the route. 

1 was attacked just before the peace witii the epedemic, which with 
some predisposing causes had nearly taken me off. I have been several 
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weeks convalescent, but am far from being restored to that sound health 
which I had been blessed with in an unusual degree before. I hoped 
that this excursion wonld have been of great advantage to me, but yet 
the weather has been very unfavorable. It is now improving, and I 
proceed to day for Richmond. 

The late events in France may disturb the world, but of this there is 
no certainty. We are happily again at peace, and I trust that we shall 
long enjoy it, tho' I think that the best way to secure it, is to be pre- 
pared to defend our rights. 

I send you a copy of two reports which I made to the committee of 
the Senate on Military afCrs., one on the questions agitated with the 
Eastern States opposed to the late measures, the other on the peace 
establishment. The latter was confidential and not printed. I will 
thank you to have the goodness to inclose that one to me at Richmond, 
wliere I shall send daily for letters, for I shall reside with Mr Hay in 
the country. 

I repeatedly told Mr Woolforth that T would write you when I could 
announce the happy event of peace, which I should have done sooner 
had I not been sick, and overwhelmed with many duties. 

I beg you to present our best regards to your Lady and sons, and to 
believe me very sincerely your friend 

Jas Monroe 

Taylor to Monroe. 

Hazelwood, May 26 1816 
Dr. Sir, — Yours of the 20th instant gives me an opportunity of 
heartily congratulating you on the peace. A succession of lucky acci- 
dents enabled the administration to get the nation out of the war, for 
which no one rejoices more than myself. Had it lasted two years 
longer, the republican party and our form of government itself, would 
have been blown up. The recent event in France proves, that the 
matter for an explosion may be ready without the knowledge of very 
cunning statesmen, or the suspicion of the world. The general joy on a 
barren, tho' an honourable peace, arose from the general though secret 
dislike of the war. Take care, that in praising a military ardour in 
the people, you do not create one in yourself; and renew a war, out of 
which the people had a thousand times more ardour to get, than to con- 
tinue. I knew that they would hail a naked peace as an angel from 
heaven, and I think wrote you long ago, that it would make the admin- 
istration popular, though the rest of the instrument beyond the word 
" peace" was filled up with any nonsense about sailors; and it is even 
popular without that aid. In fact, I think the administration have 
great credit for sacrificing many of their views to the national good, 
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and for discovering that many of their hopes, were only the prejudices 
of patriotism ; and that this discovery by making it more wary, will 
render the nation safer in its hands than in any other. 

As your letter has only reached me this day, it is instantly answered, 
lest its slow progress might cause you to want the inclosed report, 
before it might reach you. In my judgment it comprises all that could 
be said in such a case; but this all cannot conquer my opinions, or 
prejudices if you please, against a mercenary army ; and I honour 
Macon and Eppes for their opposition to it. I think a republick can- 
not long exist, unless the body of the nation is warlike ; and that it 
may be made so without war, by a wise use of money. The sum that 
would make 10000 mercenaries warlike in time of peace would make 
200000 militia nearly as much so, and they would be a much better 
garda costa. Jackson's militia disclosed their prowess both against 
Indians and Englishmen. And if an English army in Canada is a good 
reason why we should have one, the same army in England would be 
better, as it can be more easily used by sea to surprise our most vulner- 
able points, than the Canada army can by land. With respect to your 
negotiation with the refractory governors, I almost entirely agree with 
you, as I did in your principle for recruitting the army, absurdly called 
" conscription." Had the war gone on, it was the only one by which 
the country could have been defended. 

You will no doubt recover [from] your late indi.»position, for your 
constitution is a good one, but I have been long troubled with a kind of 
hectick, which gives me daily much pain, and promises me ultimate ease. 
It would be a particular pleasure to see you and Mrs : Monroe here, 
that I might once more have an opportunity of evincing how much I 
am. Your friend 

John Taylor. 

To John Taylor. 

Washington, Deer 23. 1816 
Dear Sir, — Your cause in the supreme court shall be attended. I 
have written to Mr Shay on the subject but have not received an an- 
swer. He is well qualified to manage it, being an industrious, capable 
honest, young man. I shall see him in a day or two, after which you 
shall hear from me. 

I send you Mr Dallas's report on our finances, and my report made 
last winter, on the differences between the Executives of some of the 
Eastern States, and the Executive of the U States, relative to their right, 
respectively to the command of the militia. They will give you amuse- 
ment for some leisure hour, the subjects being in themselves very 
interesting. 

I have lately been attacked by the prevailing epedemic, as have my 
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•whole family. We have all recovered, and are in good health. My 
health is better now, than at any time, since last winter, tho' not in the 
state it was, before that period. Much fatigue by official duties, much 
anxiety of mind, had nearly broken me down, before I was seized with 
the epedemic then current, by which I was brought in a few days to the 
edge of the grave, and from which my recovery has been slow. And 
in truth so much had I sufEer'd, by difficulties of every kind, and by the 
disease, and so much did I anticipate, on rising from the bed, that could 
I have left my family in tolerable independance and comfort, I should 
have been content to bid this world adieu. I heard last summer with 
much regret of your indisposition, which was confirmed to me by your 
son, whom I met at the Springs. I am glad to hear of your convales- 
cent state, and hope for your complete recovery. I have long wished 
to spend a day or two with you, and still promise myself that satisfac- 
tion, tho' I cannot say at what time. I was sensibly affected by what 
yon stated of Dr Bankhead's aflEectionate kindness to you in your indis- 
position. It shows how strong the bond is, between those, whose life, 
is bottomd in honesty. Shades of difference in opinion may take place, 
but they cling together, in extremity. 

The kind interest you have expressed in my favor in relation to a 
particular object, was most gratifying to me, as it assured me of your 
confidence and sincere friendship. I will tell you frankly how I stand 
in that respect. Two years past Congress being in session, I obtained 
an interview, with Mr Pleasants, Mr Nelson and Mr Gholson, and 
stated to them, that I saw many reasons why the republican party 
should fix on some person to succeed Mr Madison, out of Virga ; that 
as to myself I was no candidate ; did not wish to be elected ; and would 
support any republican, in whose favor the republican party would 
decide : and told them that 1 made the communication to them, not as 
friends, (tho' I believed they were) but as Virginians ; that I wanted no 
answer, and authorised them to communicate what I had stated to the 
whole party. A year elapsed, and I had heard nothing on the subject, 
whence I inferrd that they had been silent from motives of delicacy. 
On going into the war department, I sent for Genl Lacock and Mr 
Roberts, senators of Pena., and stated to them, that I knew that the 
republican party, and the cause, were exposed to a great crisis and 
danger, the result of which was uncertain : that from what we knew of 
mankind, I might expect attacks on me, and the measures I might pro- 
pose, with a view to injure me, in relation to another object, which 
might injure the republican causn : that I wished to divest the dept., 
and the govt., of an opposition founded on that motive : that I wished 
and authorised them to state to the republican party, that I was no can- 
didate &c : that I thought the public interest required that they should 
fix on some person out of Virga &c : that I would support their deci- 
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sion, in favor of any republican candidate. What they did I know not. 
At the close of the session, after peace, Genl. Lacock came to the office 
and told me, that had the war gone on, and our difficulties increased, 
they should have followed my advice. As things were, they were at 
liberty, to do what they thought right. I replied that my own conduct 
should correspond with what 1 had stated as it has done. 

I shall occasionally drop you a line, and shall always be very glad to 
hear from you, being very sincerely Your friend 

Jas Monroe 



To [George Graham?]. 

"Washington May 28. 1818 

Dear Sir, — I set out in the morning for Annapolis, to proceed 
thence down the bay. I expect to be absent about three weeks. Mr 
Adams will prepare your instructions. My idea is to give the parties 
notice that the territory belongs to us, and to admonish them, in a 
friendly way, for having enter'd on it, without notice to us, that it was 
not done in a hostile spirit. I would act however in a kind manner 
towards them, and menace no force especially, if friendly views towards 
the U. States were professed.* 

I enclose you a letter for Mrs Stewart, left open for your perusal. 
She wished and expected that the post office would have been given to 
her husband, but that could not be done. She has since written to me 
a letter, to which this reply is necessary. Can not you prevail on her 
brother to take her situation under his care, and to afford her, for the 
advancement of her daughters, the most beautiful and promising girls in 
the city, some aid? I send you this open, that you may know her real 
situation, and in the hope, that by your interposition, something may be 
done, with her brother. You will after perusing, seal, and send this 
letter to her, not mentioning it to any one. Your friend 

James Monroe 



To[ ]. 

Highland, July 31. 1820 

Dear Sir, — Since my last to you and to Mr Wirt, I have receiv'd a 

letter from Genl. Van Ness, and one from Mr Ringgold both assuring 

me that the first site, that is, on the judiciary square, is most approved 

of by the citizens for the city hall.^ Mr Ringgold assures me that 

1 Probably refers to the sending a confidential agent to Galveston to warn 
Lallemand and his party that they were trespassing on territory of the United 
States. George Graham was to be this agent. 

2 In the city of Washington. 
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having no interest in the case, his sole motive is to put me on my 
guard, and in Genl. Van Ness's good disposition towards me I have 
great confidence, as well as fair dealing in what relates to me. I merely 
communicate this for your own and the information of Mr Wirt. 

Mrs Monroe's health is still very delicate but I think, on the whole, 
it has improvd. 

I shall return to Loudoun next month, and visit Washington shortly 
afterwards, preparatory to our return. 

I have written to Mr Jeater about cloth and linnen for my people 
here, not wishing to trouble you with such small matters, make him 
shew you the samples. 

I most earnestly hope that the Capitol is advancing very fast and 
with the greatest oeconomy possible. I hear with much pleasure that 
you all enjoy good health. With very sincere regards yours 

James Monroe 

To John Taylor. 

Oakhill Loudok May 12. 182.3 

Dear Sir, — Your very interesting letter of April 29th did not 
reach me untill 1. o clock on yesterday at this place or it would have 
been sooner answered. I came here on the 9th and shall set out in half 
an hour for Albemarle, with intention to pass by Mr Madisons, and stay 
a part of a day, perhaps a whole one with him. Most heartily do I 
wisli that you could be there with me. I shall remain a week or ten days 
in Albemarle, where it would afford, the greatest pleasure if you could 
come and join me. I would go with you to Mr Jefferson's and we would 
return by Mr Madisons. 

On the ideas suggested in your letter, I have not time to enlarge. 
I have only one remark on one point touched in it, that is, that I must 
take no part in the ensuing election, as you will readily agree. Of 
your devotion to principle, and disinterested attachment to free republican 
govt., I have the most thorough conviction, as I have of the soundness 
of your views, as to the dangers to which it is exposed, and the neces- 
sary means of supporting it. The only difference between us is, that I 
having seen much of the intrigues and villany of foreign countries, look 
perhaps too much to dangers from that source, whereas you look, a lit- 
tle too much, I speak comparatively, to those from within. If you do 
not come up, you shall hear from me again. If you do, I shall leave 
you to arrange your own plan, with the two most estimable men with 
whom you ought to confer and act in concert on the great interest 
depending. We have been so long accustomed to act together, and in 
the most difficult situations, that if I were, to act at all, I would will- 
ingly move in concert with you. 

43 
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Tell me whom shall I appoint to the bench of the supreme court, in 
the place of Judge Livingston ? Whom to France, in the room of Mr 
Gallatin who intends to resign ? Your sincere friend 

James Monroe 

To John Taylor. 

Washington Feby 9. 1824 

Confidential 

Deak Sir, — I have had great difficulty in making the appointment 
to Mexico, proceeding from the number of very respectable characters 
who are brought into view, many of whom have claims on their coun- 
try, and on me, if the support of the measures of the admn. gives such 
a claim, and likewise from the bearing which any appointment I may 
make, will have on the interests of the candidates for the office which 
I now hold, it being earnestly my desire from principle, as well as per- 
sonal feeling to take no part in that question. I will give you hastily, 
a view of the actual state, and of the difficulties attending any move- 
ment in it. First, of the competitors — Mr [J. F.] Parrot of Maine, 
Judges [Nathan] Sanford and [W. P.] Van Ness of N. Yk, Mr Bald- 
win, and Mr [A. J.J Dallas of Penna. Genl. [William] Winder of 
Maryld, Genl. [M.] Stokes of No. Car ;, Govr. [T. B.] Robertson of 
Louisiana, Govr. [N.] Edwards of Illinois, Govr. [James] Brown and 
Genl. [W. H.] Harrison of Ohio, all these are respectable men. My at- 
tention was drawn in the first instance, to Penna. and to 111 : As early 
as the last Session, I was disposed to appoint Govr. Edwards to one of 
the southern missions, but declined it, from the imputation raised against 
him, that he had written the pieces, under the signature of A. B.,' which 
made a personal attack on one of the candidates. I knew that all 
leading men in our union, had taken part in favor of some one, of 
the Candidates, but I thought, that the imputed attack, would make 
his nomination a more marked measure, than that of the others. The 
state of the case in Penna is this ; Mr [H.] Baldwin's talents and in- 
tegrity are admitted, but he is at variance with the ruling party in the 
State, whereas Mr. Dallas, is supported by that party. For the 
former, 6 or 7 of the members have interested themselves, for the latter 
15 or 16, and who not only support him, but protest against the ap- 
pointment of the other. The objection to Mr. Dallas is, that he has never 
servd in Congress or elsewhere, in any distinguished station, and that 
his appointment, tho a young man of merit and talents, would be 
deemed an act of injustice not to Mr. Baldwin alone, but to others out 
of the State, who are more advanced in years, and renderd such service. 
In looking to the object, if not taking any measure, that may be re- 
garded, by active partisans, as bearing on the next election, it is to be 
^ See John Quincy Adams, Memoirs, vi. 296, 371. 
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observed that there are extremes on both sides of the question. If I 
pass by, all who are known, to have formed, their opinions on it, I 
must take negative characters only, and thus reduce the admn. to per- 
fect inefficiency, while I remain in it. Among the other characters 
mentioned, there are it is true, men of high merit who are less marked, 
but who are nevertheless known to have formed their preferences. As 
to Govr. Edwards the question is, whether the imputation referrd to, 
12 months since, and which seems to be in some measure forgotten, 
should, at this time, preclude him. If it does, I must then turn my at- 
tention, altogether to the other candidates, and to whom should the 
preference be given ? The divided State of Penna., seemes to render 
it a measure of great delicacy to touch it. 

I wish you to consider on this subject and to give me your opinion 
on it. Edwards has strong claims, and his appointment would be more 
satisfactory to Penna. and to others out of the State, than that of any 
young man, or indeed of some to whom that objection does not apply. 

In my opinion the friends of Mr. Crawford, ought to come forward, 
and to put me at ease, on the subject, and on the other side, that Govr. 
Edwards should do the same. In deed all the candidates should. But 
you will have opportunities of forming an opinion which I do not 
possess, and I wish you to communicate to me the result. 

I am indeed very glad to find that the state of health, has so far re- 
stored you to your family and friends, as well as to your country, to 
enable you to come here. Very sincerely your friend 

James Moneob. 



To John Taylor. 

Washinqton May 20 1824 

Dear Sir, — I have heard with deep concern, that the convention 
lately concluded with G. Britain is in danger of being rejected, because 
I should consider its rejection as fraught with the most serious mischief. 
Congress made the slave trade piratical, by law, and the H. of Reps, 
recommended it to the Executive, by a resolution, which passed almost 
unanimously, to promote by negotiation and treaty with other powers, 
the adoption of that principle, as a part of the law of nations. On that 
ground this convention has been formed, and according to our own project, 
with very little modification, and certainly with none, which touches 
any principle. If we recede from our own policy and measures, after 
compromitting ourselves with another power, in what light will Con- 
gress, the Executive, and the whole nation, be viewed, by the civilized 
world ? 

G. Britain wished to extend the right of search, which is a belliger- 
ent right, to this trade, and we resisted it, on the principle that as it 
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had been abused in war, it would be liable to abuse in peace, especially 
in the hands of the superior naval power. She wished also to establisli 
a mixed court, to sit, iu Africa, for the trial of tliose engaged or sus- 
pected of being engaged in the slave trade. To this we objected on 
constitutional principles. She charged us with insincerity, in professing 
a desire to suppress the slave trade. Congress then went beyond her, 
by making it piratical, and on that ground this convention has been 
formed. If we recede, will not the charge of insincerity be proved, 
and will not worse consequences follow ? 

That the right of search is necessary to give effect to a law making 
the slave trade piratical, is certain, for how catch a pirate without 
going on board his vessel ? But in this instance, it is the crime, which 
authorises the search, and which, if it is adopted, as a part of the law 
of nations, would be common to all. A right of search in time of 
peace, by convention, for an offense, to be tried in Africa, might be 
abused ; and if applied to the slave trade, it might be extended to other 
objects, with inferior powers, and thus, the dominion of the sea, be 
transferred, to the greatest naval power, in peace, as well as in war. 

In England the Wilberforce party, are endeavouring to emancipate 
the slaves in the Colonies, and the ministry resisting that measure, 
strengthened themselves, by acceding to our convention, proving thereby, 
that they were as great enemies to the slave trade as Mr Wilberforce 
or any of his party, altho' they were not willing to ruin the colonies. 
Which of these parties shall we strengthen, that which wishes to throw 
the colonies into confusion, and ruin the people, or that which wishes 
to prevent it. 

A concert with G. Britain at this time on this subject, might lead to 
it respecting So. Am. If we reject our own convention, into which we 
have drawn her, will it not have a very different effect. Such a con- 
cert, on so important a subject, would have a great effect, on the other 
powers, in preventing their interference with So. Am, lest she might 
unite with us also on that point. Excuse the liberty I take in sug- 
gesting these ideas. Very sincerely I am dear Sir your friend 

James Monroe 

To Charles F. Mercer. 

Oakhill Augt. 15th. 1827. 
Dear Sir, — I have understood that Mr Hawkins had been ap- 
pointed the overseer of the road, leading from the pavment to Little 
river, in the route to Leesburg. You know the almost impassable state 
in which that road is, comprehending about 2 miles of a much fre- 
quented passage, to that town, and through the country. He has not 
been regularly notified .of his appointment, to obtain which, if it has 
been made, I now send him tiiere, with this to you, to request that you 
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will be so kind as to have, the extent of his duties, with the aid he may 
call for, designated. I shall be satisfied, with such aid, as the tenants, 
who live opposite to me can afford, with whose names he will apprise 
you. Should there be any difficulty in this respect, I shall be willing 
to take charge, or rather to apply my force, to this object, without any 
aid whatever, and will immediately have the road, put in good order, 
and keep it so. In either case, we ought to be exempted from working 
on any other road, which I mention, because at this time, my hands are 
called to such service, while this portion is neglected. I hope to see 
you here, whenever it may be convenient for you to call and stay some 
days with us. Very sincerely your friend. 

James Monroe 
[Addressed] Charles F. Mercer Esquire Leesburg 

Mr. Ford, in offering for publication the two following 
papers on church support in Virginia, said they were drawn 
from the same sources : the first, in the engrossing writing of 
Jefferson, is among his papers, with original signatures and 
subscriptions ; the second, in the writing of Edmund Pendle- 
ton, is from the Washburn Collection of Autographs, " States- 
men and Orators," page 23 : 

Subscription for Charles Clat. 

Whereas by a late act of General assembly freedom of Religious 
opinion and worship is restored to all, and it is left to the members of 
each religious society to employ such teachers as they think fit for their 
own spiritual comfort and instruction, aud to maintain the same by 
their free and voluntary contributions : We the subscribers, professing 
the most Catholic affection for other religious sectaries who happen 
to differ from us in points of conscience, yet desirous of encouraging 
and supporting the Calvinistical Reformed church, and of deriving to ' 
ourselves through the ministry of its teachers, the benefits of Gospel 
knolege and religious improvement ; and at the same time of supporting 
those, who, having been at considerable expence in qualifying them- 
selves by regular education for explaining the holy scriptures, have 
dedicated their time and labour to the service of the said church ; and 
moreover approving highly the political conduct of the rev"* Charles 
Clay, who, early rejecting the tyrant and tyranny of Britain proved 
his religion genuine by its harmony with the liberties of mankind, and, 
conforming his public prayers to the spirit and the injured rights of liis 
country, ever addressed the God of battles for victory to our arms, 
while others impiously prayed that our enemies might vanquish and 
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overcome us : do hereby oblige ourselves our heirs executors and ad- 
ministrators to pay to the said Charles Clay of Albemarle his exrs. or 
admrs. the several sums affixed to our respective names on the 25th 
day of December next, and also to make the like annual paiment on the 
25th day of December in every year following until we shall withdraw 
the same. 

Or until the legislature shall make other provision for the support of 
the said Clergy, in Consideration whereof we expect that the said 
Charles Clay shall perform divine service and preach a sermon in the 
town of Charlottesville on every 4th Saturday till the end of the next 
session of general Assembly and after that on every 4th. Sunday or 
oftener if a regular rotation with the other churches which shall have 
put themselves under his cure will admit a more frequent attendance. 

And we further mutually agree with each other that we will meet 
at Charlottesville on the 1st day of March in the present year and 
on [blanki in every year following so long as we continue our sub- 
scriptions and there make choice by ballot of three Wardens to collect 
our said subscriptions to take care of such books and vestments as shall 
be provided for the use of our church to call meetings of our Congre- 
gation when necessary and to transact such other business relating to 
our said Congregation as we shall hereafter confide to them. February 
1777. 



Th: Jefferson 
Philip Mazzei 
Randolph Jefferson 
Nicholas Lewis 
Sam 1 Taliaferro 
Hastings Marks 
Peter Marks 
Richard Gaines 
Lewis Cradock 
Edwin Butler 
Benjamin Calvert 
Richard Moore 
John Day 
A. S. Bryan 
Thos. Garth 
James Minor 
William Tandy 
Jno. Jotlet 
Thomas Key 
Richd. Anderson 



six pounds. 

sixteen shillings & eight pence 

two pounds ten shillings 

three pounds ten shillings 

Forty shillings 

Twenty shillings 

Twenty Five shillings 

ten shillings 

ten shillings 

ten shillings 

10 

10 

10 

twenty shillings 

Fifteen Shillings 

Twenty Shillings 

twenty shillings. 

£1 10. 

2. 0. 0. 

2. 0. 0. 
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Proposed Memokiai.. 

To the Honble the Speaker and House of Delegates of Virga. 
The Subscribers Members of the protestant Episcopal Church, re- 
siding in the Parish of St. Asaph in the County of Caroline humbly 
represent, 

That at the time of the late happy revolution the principles of their 
Society were and ever had been from the first settlement of the State, 
the legal established religion, and other Societies only tolerated in the 
exercise of their own modes of worship at their own expence, whilst 
they contributed to Support the Established Church from which they 
derived no benefit ; which, tho' it placed them in a state discovered ia 
this enlightened age to be degrading, oppressive and unjust, was as far 
as the most liberal Governments having established Religions, had pro- 
ceeded in their favor ; in most of them persecution was substituted for 
toleration. 

That when a new Government was assumed for the State, the mem- 
bers of that Society cheerfully relinquished the establishment in their 
favor, and claimed no preference over their brethren of other societies ; 
a perfect equality amongst them was supposed to be secured by the 16th 
Article of the Bill of rights ; That the Constitution was silent on the 
Subject, proceeded, as we believe, from a prevailing Opinion, that civil 
Government, the subject of that instrument, had no right to intermeddle 
with religion. 

That they have continued their endeavors to cultivate, Peace and 
harmony, and to live in the intercourse of Benevolence, and Charity 
with all others of whatever denomination ; and for this purpose, altho' 
they judged, and still think a general Assessment for Religion, with the 
right of appropriation in each individual, paying, a measure beneficial 
to all : and a law for incorporating their Society, useful to them, and 
not affecting others, who if they had desired it, might no doubt have 
obtained the like incorporation ; yet discovering that these measures 
gave Umbrage, they have abandoned both, and contented themselves 
with exercising the common right of all, in forming rules for their own 
Government, discipline and support. They continue to hold in deed the 
Churches, Glebes and other property vested in, and legally appropriated 
to the use of their Society at the time of the revolution, from a Con- 
viction, that their title thereto is founded upon the same legal principles 
which secures to all Citizens their Individual rights, vested under the 
former Government. 

That it is wth much concern they observe a Conduct in some other 
societies manifestg, in the Judgment of yr. Memorialists, a contrary 
temper and disposition; in their annual applications to the General As- 
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sembly to have the Churches and Glebes sold, and the money paid into 
the public Treasury ; which altho' hitherto rejected and the object is ia 
point of Interest a perfect mifium to each individual is yet partinaciously 
persevered in, whereby animosities in the State are nurtured, great ex- 
pences incurred in the discussion, exceeding perhaps the value of the 
Subject, and the reparation and improvement of the property probably 
prevented. 

Your Memorialists, understanding that Petitions to the like effect, are 
to be presented to, and vigorously pushed at this Session, Beg leave 
once more to reiterate the ground on which they claim the property; 
jgg. Premising that the contributions for the Original purchase 

ch. 1, 2, 3, of this property, were not made out of the Colonial or public 
4, 5, 6, 7, 10 Fund ; but as the laws required, by distinct Parishes, who 
^''27 paid for and acquired Glebes and Churches of greater or 

'^ ' lesser value according to their ability and inclination, for 

their own use, unconnected with other Parishes : And inferring from 
thence that if the property was to be sold, the produce ought not to be 
paid into the Treasury as a state Stock, but applied parochially, so as to 
give to each Parish the proceeds of its own property. 

Whether the Glebes and Churches shall be sold and the money so 
parochially distributed to the present Inhabitants at large, or remain to 
the Episcopal Society, for whose use they were purchased and legally 
appropriated at the period of the revolution ? seems to be the only 
question. 

The foundation of the former claim is the contribution of the inhabit- 
ants or their ancestors in the acquisition of this property, which since 
they cannot conscienciously continue to use, they have a right to with- 
draw their share: That the laws which vested and appropriated them 
in an Established Society, were unjust and ought now to have no effect; 
And that the Laws passed since the Revolution for continuing the right 
in that Society, are merely void for want of Power in the Legislature 
to Act on the Subject. 

In Answer to which your Memorialists observe that some of the 
Glebes were original donations of individuals long since in their 
Graves, whose representatives, if there be any, do not wish to disturb 
the donation, and other Parishrs. it is supposed have no pretence of 
right to do so : In other Instances, individuals in a Parish have volun- 
tarily added to the Genei-al contribution and greatly increased the value 
of their Glebes and Churches, (the case of the Parish in which we 
reside) and we conceive it would be great injustice to deprive such per- 
sons of the benefit of their amelioration of a property they considered 
as appropriated by existing Laws. And where the acquisition was by 
a general parochial contribution, since the laws defined the use of both, 
it was an Appropriation to that use, which the individuals contributing 
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might continue to participate in, but declining that can have no other 
clain!i, since the vested right will not admit of any other : and consider- 
ing, as we believe the fact is, that most of the Glebes and Churches 
below the Mountains were acquired many years past, when there was 
in that district scarce any of those then called Dissenters, except a 
few Quakers, so that the contributions were Generally from Members 
of the then established Church, the shew of Equity in favr. of the 
present societies petitioning, on the ground of Contribution, is greatly 
diminished. 

As to the Spirit of the laws wch vested this property yr Memorial- 
ists do not concieve themselves concerned to vindicate their justice, but 
humbly insist that they were the laws of the land, passed by the then 
Legislative Powers and had continued in full force for upwards of a 
Century previous to the Revolution; And altho' in that great event the 
community, discovering from the Progress of Society and experience, 
Among other things, that an Established Church was inconsistent wth 
their happiness, made such new Arrangemts in that and other re- 
spects as they approved, yett all were to operate futurely. And in no 
instance retrospected and unravelled past legal transactions, or disturbed 
vested rights, because they had charged the Principle on which they 
were founded, A system which the peace and happiness of Society re- 
quires, and will be pursued in all wise reforms. 

And as to the Power of the Legislature to pass the Several Acts on 
the subject ; since the Revolution, yr Memorialists further state, That 
at the time, Government was assumed and the Constitution formed the 
Convention passed an Ordinance for continuing the Majestrates and 
others in Office, in wch is a clause declaring " the common law of Eng- 
land, certain Statutes, the several Acts of Assembly then in force, so 
far as the same might consist wth the several Ordinances, Declarations, 
and resolutions of the General Convention, should be the Rule of de- 
cision, and considered as in full force, until altered by the legislative 
Power." 

The Legislative Power is unlimited as to its subjects, except so far 
as it is restrained by the Constitution or Bill of rights ; Both are silent 
on the Subject of Religion, except the last clause of the latter, wch tho' 
in its literal terras seems only to extend to the free exercise of Religion 
according to conscience, and not to be directed by force or violence, has 
yet been understood and allowed to reach the placing all Societies of 
Christians upon a level in future, none contributing to the Support of 
another. 

That this Declaration had not the effect of repealing the laws for the 
Estabt. but was directory to the Legislature to Act upon the Subject, 
was at least the prevailing Opinion at that time, and appears to have 
been so understood by the difft. societies called Dissenters, from whom 

44 
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numerous Petitions or Memorials were presented to the Genl. Assem- 
bly in October 1776, praying an exemption from all future contribu- 
tions for the support of the Established Church, or other 
O 't 177B Society than that of wch they should be members ; none of 
Pa. 9 19 27 those Petitions, as far as is discovered by the journals, 
32, 46, 85. make mention of the Church property, or claim any share 
therein ; On the contrary your Memorialists are informed 
and believe that the Agents of the several Societies then attending to 
support their Petitions, relinquished all claim thereto ; so that the clause 
in the Act which then passed for granting them the relief they prayed 
for "saving and reserving to that Church all its property," was con- 
sidered as inserted by common consent, and with a view to avoid 
all future contest, declaring a subsisting right and not creating a new 
one. And yr. Memorialists have viewed that clause in none other 
light, than as a Legislative Construction giving additional weight to 
their confidence in the vesting and appropriating Laws for securing 
their property. 

That the Terms used in the Act of " the Established Church," your 
Memorialists concieve were meant as discriptive of the Episcopal Soci- 
ety, till then established, and not inserted wth a view to give that Soci- 
ety any Superiority over others, as is evident not only from the general 
exemption of all others from supporting it, from that Society being left, 
like others, to voluntary contributions for such support, until the ques- 
tion of a General Assessment, by which all were to be placed on a 
footing, should be decided ; and that having been since negatived, all 
Societies stand on the same ground in that respect. The words " to be 
established " seem to contemplate a Possibility that some one Society 
might at a future day be established, an Idea far from being countenanced, 
since in that event, others were to be exempted from contributing to its 
support, the apparent purpose of using the term. 

Your Memorialists further Represent that besides the injustice of 
disturbing rights legally vested in times past, they concieve that the 
principle contended for would introduce confusion and embarrassment 
in future, tending to discourage all Societies from making stable pro- 
vision for their Ministers and places of Public Worship, if every Mem- 
ber on quitting them had a claim to carry away his share of the Social 
Stock, difficult if not Impossible to be ascertained. 

For all which reasons and others which will occur to the Legislature, 
Your Memorialists pray that the Applications for sale of the Glebes and 
Churches may be, as heretofore they have been, rejected. 

Cabomnb Sepr. 25, 1797. 

Revd. Sie, — Understanding that the Baptist and Methodist Socie- 
ties, encouraged by something wch passed last Session, mean to push 
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their application, for sale of the Glebes and Churches, to the Assembly 
at the next. It may be necessary to meet them by Counter memorials, 
wch induced me to throw upon paper my thoughts on the subject as 
annexed ; wch tho in the form of such Memorial, was rather intended 
as an historical state of the laws and facts on the Subject, from whence 
to form one, and therefore I have not attempted to shorten or correct 
it, but left it, imperfect as it is for your consideration. 

My reason for taking the liberty to inclose it to you, besides a wish 
to have it correct, is it occurred to me that you might, after perfecting 
one, think proper to have a copy struck off and forwarded to each parish, 
to preserve uniformity of sentiments, which might otherwise Clash and 
do mischief; but this as you please, if not approved, I will thank you 
to forward me a corrected copy : Or if you judge it best to leave each 
Parish to its own mode, and reserve your self for a Conventional one, 
be please to return mine, and excuse the trouble I shall have given you, 
when I will endeavour to correct and have it subscribed. 

As I have never been present at Public discussions of the Subject, 
nor heard it much Canvassed in private, from a recluse life, my Senti- 
ments are drawn chiefly from contemplation, and may not meet their 
grounds, your information may supply and correct this. The distinc- 
tion between its being a Public or parochial claim, seems to me well 
founded, and to be very important in the decision. With sentiments of 
much respect and esteem, I am Sir, Your mo. Obt. Servt. 

Edmd. Pendleton ^ 

Remarks were made during the meeting by the President, 
James F. Hunnewell, William R. Thayer, Robert S. 
Rantoul, Henry W. Haynes, T, W. Higginson, Gren- 
vflle H. Norcross, Charles P. Bowditch, William 
Endicott, and Edward Stanwood. 

A new serial of the Proceedings for March and April was 
on the table. 

1 This paper bears an endorsement, in the writing of John Taylor, of Caro- 
line, " Had Glebes been settled by old laws on the pagan priests, in the Roman 
Empire, and on the pagan sect, were the people and the governmt bound on 
becoming Christians to leave the Glebes in possession of these pagan priests '! " 



